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Pork is one of the main foods whose consumption is
prohibited, e.g. by Muslims and Jews. The consumption of
pork carries very easily identifiable risks of infection, e.g.
trichinosis, which is a very painful specific disease that can
appear especially after raw pork consumption [1]. Many other
pathogens have developed within pigs, and can be transmitted
to humans. This is the case for the H1N1 virus that spread in
the last pandemic [2]; pork is also the source of numerous
bacterial infections, including that by multiresistant Staphylo-
coccus aureus found in The Netherlands [3].
This is also the case for hepatitis E; we showed that the
major source of infection in the south of France was the pork
liver sausage called figatelli [4]. We considered it important to
assess current pig-related infections from cultural, infectious
and microbiological perspectives.
This thematic issue was coordinated by Georgios Pappas; it
contains a review on all pig-related infections and their cultural
aspects [5]; a review on trichinosis [1]; a review on the cultural
elements related to pigs in Polynesia [6]; and, finally, a review
on the role of pork in the epidemiology of hepatitis E virus [7].
The gathering of these subjects provides a thematic approach
that, I believe, is original and links the cultures of society and
science.
References
1. Djurkovic´-Djakovic´ O, Bobic´ B, Nikolic´ A, Klun I, Dupouy-Camet J. Pork
as a source of human parasitic infection. Clin Microbiol Infect 2013; 19:
586–594.
2. Perez-Padilla R, de la Rosa-Zamboni D, Ponce de Leon S et al.
Pneumonia and respiratory failure from swine-origin influenza A
(H1N1) in Mexico. N Engl J Med 2009; 361: 680–689.
3. Lekkerkerk WSN, van de Sande-Bruinsma N, van der Sande MAB et al.
Emergence of MRSA of unknown origin in The Netherlands. Clin
Microbiol Infect 2012; 18: 656–661.
4. Colson P, Borentain P, Queyriaux B et al. Pig liver sausage as a source of
hepatitis E virus transmission to humans. J Infect Dis 2010; 202: 825–834.
5. Guerrier G, Foster H, Metge O, Chouvin C, Tui M. Cultural contexts of
swine-related infections in Polynesia. Clin Microbiol Infect 2013; 19:
595–599.
6. Christou L, Kosmidou M. Hepatitis E virus in the Western world—a
pork-related zoonosis. Clin Microbiol Infect 2013; 19: 600–604.
7. Pappas G. Socio-economic, industrial and cultural parameters of pig-
borne infections. Clin Microbiol Infect 2013; 19: 605–610.
ª2013 The Authors
Clinical Microbiology and Infection ª2013 European Society of Clinical Microbiology and Infectious Diseases
EDITORIAL 10.1111/1469-0691.12258
